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Michael Bociurkiw is familiar to television viewers around the world through his on-air 
commentary for such outlets as BBC World, CNN International, Bloomberg, NPR, CBC and Al 
Jazeera. As an independent Global Affairs Analyst, he contributes regularly to CNN Opinion and 
speaks on geopolitics worldwide. Most recently he provided on-location commentary on the 
Ukraine presidential election to global media and for CNN Opinion.  
 
A two-time TEDx speaker, Michael tackles such issues as diplomacy, conflict, the situation In 
Ukraine, disinformation and manipulation, the business of humanitarian aid, technology, and 
climate change. As a journalist, Michael has reported for a variety of leading outlets - including 
MSNBC, the South China Morning Post, the Los Angeles Times, the Globe and Mail, Forbes, Asia 
Times and Newsweek. He learned the craft of  journalism at Carleton University in Ottawa, at 
Columbia University in New York City, as well as an intern and reporter at the New Jersey-based 
Ukrainian Weekly. 
 
Born in Edmonton of Ukrainian parents, Michael has served as global spokesperson for UNICEF 
and for the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Special Monitoring 
Mission to Ukraine. The Ukraine assignment included acting as de facto spokesperson for the 
crash of Malaysia Airlines MH17 in 2014. 
 
Currently Michael is completing work on his first non-fiction book on smartphone and social 
media addiction called 'Digital Crack.’ He was also the editor of a biographical book on 
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad.  
 
Michael is a former president of the Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union (SUSK) and an 
executive member of the Ukrainian Journalists Association of North America. He also 
volunteers as a mentor/editor for the New York-based The OpEd Project. Last year, he was 
selected as Parade Marshall at the Toronto Ukrainian Festival in recognition for his 
contributions to the community. Aside from the OSCE, Michael has worked several times in 
Ukraine - including for UNICEF, the Mission Canada election observation mission and for 
Agriteam/Global Affairs Canada.  
 


